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Searching historical records: Who
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Gathering data
What users want
● Separate searches for vital records
● Separate fields for first name and 
last name
● Fewer clicks
To sum up:
Know your users and their search habits.  
Different users have different needs!
Know your data and your metadata!
Advanced search(ers) = simple results
Index fields for vital records: Last name, 
first name, mother’s maiden name (when 
available), county, year (at a minimum)
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